
Frequently asked questions 

Q: What is the Plant and Soil Sciences eLibrary? 

A: The Plant and Soil Sciences eLibrary, or PASSEL, is a collection of lessons, animations, and videos 

geared toward improved science education. Experts from multiple universities and countries have 

contributed to the current collection of materials. It is also a collection of classes and communities that 

encourage collaboration and cooperation. We encourage eLibrary members to write their own lessons 

and animations which may be used in their individual communities, and after approval, may be added to 

the growing list of educational media available in the eLibrary. 

Q: Do I have to register to use the eLibrary? 

A:To get the most out of the eLibrary, we recommend registering. However, feel free to explore the site 

and all it has to offer before creating an account. 

 -Lessons, animations, and videos may be viewed in the eLibrary without joining.  If you would 

like to view the entire collection of lessons or animations, you may select “Lessons” or 

“Animations/Videos” from the home page. If you are looking for materials that pertain to a specific 

topic, they have been grouped into several categories. A sampling of these categories is displayed on the 

homepage. Clicking “More” will take you to the entire list.  

 



-You may also view the list of classes and communities that have already been established in the 

eLibrary, but to join an existing community or create your own requires registration in the eLibrary. For 

instructions on how to create an account, see “How to Create an eLibrary Account.” 

 -Writing a lesson or uploading a video, presentation, or animation of your own also requires an 

eLibrary account.   

Q: What are Communities? 

A:  Communities in the eLibrary are virtual groups designed to bring together students, researchers, 

educators, and industry members with common interests and goals.  The bank of existing communities 

includes several graduate and undergraduate classes; groups of high school and college educators; and 

members of the science community. 

Communities used for classes provide a home for the specific lessons and animations within the eLibrary 

that an instructor wishes for his students to view, as well as a place to post lessons that an instructor has 

created for their students.  Many classes also post a syllabus, assignments, keys, class projects, and 

relevant internet resources. It is also possible to conduct live meetings in a virtual classroom, with tools 

to enable screen sharing, lecture recording, live group discussion, and many additional features. 

Communities may also be equipped with a discussion board, which may provide a forum for professional 

sharing or an educational tool in the form of assigned discussion posts about predetermined topics.  

Q: How do I create a community? 

A:  If you are interested in creating a community, we are happy to help! First, we recommend checking 

the list of current communities to ensure a similar community does not already exist.  Then, for guided 

steps to create a community, see “Creating a Community or Class in eLibraryPRO.”  

Creating a class or community in the eLibrary requires an instructor account.  If you are interested in 

creating a community, please contact us using the link at the bottom of any eLibrary page with a brief 

description of the community you would like to create.  We will change your account and help get your 

community started.  

Q: How do I create my own lessons? 

A:Creating your own lessons in the eLibrary is a way to contribute your expertise to the scientific 

community, and a way to provide your students with easily accessible materials for courses by posting 

them online. To create a lesson, see “How to Create a Lesson in eLibraryPRO.” The eLibrary houses over 

100 lessons with multiple lessons translated into Spanish and several that have been peer reviewed. 

After you have created a lesson, you may choose to use it in a community of your own or submit it for 

review so that it may be considered for publication in the eLibrary lesson bank (or both!).  

In addition to creating lessons in the eLibrary, you may upload lectures to your account and post them 

within a community.  There is an upload maximum file size of 32 MB for media in the eLibrary.  If a 



lecture is too large to upload, consider compressing images or splitting the presentation into multiple 

parts.  

Q: How do I get my account verified? 

A: When you initially join the eLibrary, your account will be unverified. Verification is required to use 

certain functions of the eLibrary.  If your account is unverified, you will see an exclamation point in a 

yellow triangle to the left of your name.  Click on this icon, and you will be taken to a list of eLibrary 

members. You may use the drop down menu to select a member of the eLibrary to verify your account. 

They will receive an email with your verification request.  When your account has been verified, the 

exclamation point will disappear. 

 

Q: I don’t know anyone on the list of people to verify my account, what do I do? 

A:  If you do not know anyone on the list of eLibrary members, please do not select an individual at 

random to verify your account. If they do not recognize your name, they may not verify your account. 

Select Deana Namuth-Covert, Deanna Leingang, or Amy Lathrop to verify your account.   

Q: Do I need approval to join communities? 

A:  Communities have varying degrees of security. Some communities may be viewed directly from the 

communities list. Others may require you to have an eLibrary account, and some may require that you 

request to join the community before viewing any of the content. Course materials may be protected 

and reserved for students who are enrolled in a particular class. Some classes may be viewed without 

joining a community, but you may not take quizzes without being a community member.  

When you click on a community with restricted access, you will see the screen below: 



 

Click the appropriate link to request to join the community or sign in.  

 

Q: I no longer have time to run the community I created.  Can I transfer ownership of the community 

to someone else? 

A: If you are the owner of an eLibrary community with a following, and you no longer have time or 

wish to manage your community, you may choose to inactivate your community or share ownership of 

your community with another eLibrary member.  

To inactivate your community, go into the edit function of your community, which is accessible from 

your login homepage. Scroll down and uncheck the “Is Active” box. Then click save. This will remove 

your community from the list of available communities and classes in the eLibrary, but your community 

and all of the information you have added to it will continue to be saved and accessible through the 

community’s direct URL.  

You may also transfer ownership to another eLibrary member if you no longer have time to manage 

your community. To do this, access the edit function of your community from your control panel or login 

homepage. Along the top, select “Ownership.” In the box, type the name of the eLibrary member you 

would like to make a co-owner of your community. After their name has been entered, click “Save.” 

Q:I forgot my password. What do I do now? 

A: On the Sign In page,  you will see a link that says “Click here if you forgot your password.” Click on the 

link and enter your email address. The eLibrary will send a new, randomly generated password to your 

email address. After logging back in, we recommend you change your password by clicking “Edit Profile” 



on the left side of your login homepage (under the globe). Don’t forget to click save.  

 

Q: I found a bug in the eLibrary.  Who do I report it to? 

A:  If you find a problem in the eLibrary, please let us know. To report a bug, click “Report a 

Problem” at the bottom of any eLibrary page.  Please write a brief description of the problem you 

encountered, including the steps that led up to your encounter of the glitch.  If you were shown a 

specific error code, it is helpful to include that information in your report.  

 

 We appreciate your help in continuing improvement of the eLibrary. 

Q: I have an idea for a new eLibrary feature or question about whether the eLibrary can do what I 

want. Who do I contact? 

A: Great! We are always looking for ways to improve the eLibrary and happy to help new (and old) 

members use the eLibrary to meet their goals. To suggest a feature, click the “Suggest A Feature” at the 

bottom of any eLibrary page. Type a description of the feature you are interested in seeing and submit. 

If you have a question about the current capabilities of eLibraryPRO, please use the “Contact Us” link and 

we will respond to your inquiry.  


